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Formerly Consultant Physician St Thomas' and Middlesex Hospitals
Living with Radiation. 2nd edn National Radiological Protection Board pp 48 50p London: HMSO 1981 The National Radiological Protection Board has set out to produce a cheap booklet giving essential information for the general reader and has succeeded admirably. Basic atomic theory and concepts of emission and absorption of radiation with definitions and dose units will be heavy going for the newcomer to the subject, but subsequent sections convey concepts and philosophies clearly with a remarkable amount of up-to-date detail. Sources of natural and artificial radiation, the medical profession's 20% contribution to the total, radiation effects on man, dose-risk relationship and the principles of radiation protection, including the application of cost-benefit analysis to protection measures, are clearly described. Separate sections on nuclear reactors' methods of disposal of nuclear waste will contribute informed truth to current controversies. Bibliography, .glossary and appendices on notation and radiation units complete the book. There is no index.
This booklet should be prescribed basic reading for all involved in radiation work, particularly industrial, scientificand medical radiation hazards and their avoidance, and should be retained for handy frequent reference. It is also recommended that all doctors referring their patients for investigations involving radiation should at least glance at Chapters 4 and 5 on artificial sources of radiation and their effects. The booklet is beautifully produced, well laid out and cheap, but is more of a desk pamphlet than a shelf book.
PM BRETLAND
Editorial Representative
Section of Radiology Oral pathology may appear an esoteric discipline yet, as this book shows, it forms an important bridgehead between dental and medical science. Though the nature, detection, treatment and prevention of premalignancy in oral epithelia is an area of specialist concern, the principles involved are of general interest and have wide-ranging implications. Even so, it was a bold' step to organize a multidisciplinary symposium on the subject, and one that is amply justified by the scope and elegance of the published end product. Five main sections are devoted to pathology, aetiology, experimental models, cell biology and diagnosis/prognosis. Those which deal with research and experimentation are enhanced by accounts ofpremalignancy in analogous tissues, i.e, skin and cervix, by detailed descriptions of the biology of normal epithelia, and by conceptual introductions to aspects ofchemical carcinogenesis. Areas of fundamental study in which oral pathologists may justifiably claim important influence, such as epithelial-mesenchymal interactions, the cell kinetics, spatial organization, and stereological evaluation of epithelia and the computer-aided diagnosis of premalignancy, are well represented. This book should prove valuable and thought-provoking to postgraduate specialists, clinicians and to investigators in a range of disciplines as wide as that represented within its covers.
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